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Dear Brothers and Sisters:

I am happy to introduce this 
inaugural newsletter for our 
diocesan capital and endowment 
campaign, Encountering Christ. 
This monthly publication will keep 
you up-to-date on our campaign 
progress through 2019.

Encountering Christ gives us the 
opportunity to fulfill many of the 
goals of the Diocesan Pastoral 
Plan. Each gift received will help 
to support our seminarians and 
retired priests; strengthen Catholic 
education, faith formation and 
discipleship; care for those in need; 
and provide for the needs of each 
of our parishes.

I thank the pastors and lay leaders 
of our Pilot Parishes for leading the 
way in this important endeavor. 
Your commitment to strengthening 
our parishes and the ministries of 
our diocese is truly inspiring. 

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez 
Bishop of Austin

Encountering

CHRIST “So we, though many, are one body in Christ.”  
~ Rom 12:5

Over goal! Pilot Phase sees success
The Pilot Phase of Encountering Christ has 
raised 122 percent of its $2.2 million goal 
— thanks to the dedication and generos-
ity of pastors, volunteers and parishioners.

Bishop Joe Vásquez asked seven parishes 
to launch the capital and endowment 
campaign in January: Our Lady of Guada-
lupe in Taylor, Sacred Heart in Rockne, 
St. Francis of Assisi in Franklin, St. Mary 
in Bremond, St. Mary of the Assumption 
in String Prairie, St. Mary of the Assump-
tion in Lockhart and St. Mary in Temple. 
All parishes will now participate in three 
remaining parish waves starting in July 
and then January and July 2019.

At Our Lady of Guadalupe, “the community 
is eager to help when they know there’s 
need,” said Father Jairo Sandoval-Pliego, 

pastor. “We emphasize the importance of the bishop. They know that when the 
bishop asks for something, it’s not for him, it’s to better the community.”

The parish, which has raised 127 percent of its $345,000 goal, will direct its 
share of campaign funds to reduce debt incurred from building the JBCenter.

Meeting Bishop Vásquez’ vision for the campaign required Father Sandoval-
Pliego to step outside of his comfort zone and ask parishioners to invest in the 
campaign, but he found inspiration in the campaign theme.

“It wasn’t only about getting them to commit to give to us, but about encoun-
tering the Christ that lives within us, that suffers within us when we suffer, that 
rejoices when we are happy and doing the right thing,” Father Sandoval-Pliego 
said. “It was just a beautiful experience for me to go about encountering the 
Christ in each person in this parish.”

Parishioners at St. Mary in Bremond were excited to raise funds for repairs to 
the rectory and parish hall and to support the diocesan case, said Dena Yezak, 
a member of the Campaign Executive Committee and parish staff. They were 
especially motivated by their pastor, Missionaries of Faith Father Celso Yu who 
is “full of life and can explain very well what needs to be done” Yezak said.

She admits that at first, the goal — which the parish is now at 159 percent of 
— seemed unreachable. “When we said $195,000, I said, ‘Well, they’ll never 
make that.’ But look what we’ve done.”
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The enthusiasm of Missionaries of 
Faith Father Celso Yu helped St. Mary 
Parish in Bremond succeed.



Encountering Christ supports seminarians and vocations
With great joy and thanksgiving, Bishop Joe Vásquez ordained three men to the 
priesthood for the Diocese of Austin at St. Vincent de Paul Church on June 23. 

Energized and well-formed priests — like the newly ordained Fathers Henry 
Cuellar, Andrew Dinh and Paul-Michael Piega — are crucial to the ministry 
and operations of all parishes and offices in the diocese, which is why 
“Supporting Our Clergy” is a key element of Encountering Christ.

Encountering Christ will direct $5 million toward the seminary endowment to 
encourage vocations, especially among the Spanish-speaking population; to 
offset the cost of education and formation and reduce the financial effect on 
seminarians; and to provide additional support for the increasing number of 
men who enter the seminary with student loan debt. 

Currently, 28 diocesan seminarians are discerning their vocation while 
preparing to serve as priests. Seminarian education is built on three essential 
pillars: intellectual, spiritual and human formation. Supporting seminarians 
across all pillars of their formation allows them to fully discern their call and 
explore their vocation.

Our seminaries take great care in providing opportunities that focus on 
seminarians’ personal strengths so they become the best pastors possible. This  
is achieved through immersion and excursion experiences in communities 
within and outside of our diocese, as well as support in coursework that may  
all outside the seminary curriculum.

The priesthood is essential  
to our Catholic faith and 
growing community. The men 
who dedicate their lives to 
serving us need our support at 
all stages of their journey.

A member of the Building Committee 
and Pastoral Council at St. Mary 
Parish in Temple, Rita Spinn 
couldn’t help but raise her hand and 
volunteer for the Campaign Executive 
Committee for Encountering Christ. 

“It’s important to have active 
parishioners to help with the capital 
campaign,” Spinn said. “Each of us 
knows various individuals in the 
parish, so we can reach out to many 
different families. One person cannot 
do it, the pastor cannot do it. It takes 
a team.”

She credits her pastor, Father 
Steve Sauser, for his leadership 
and encouragement, which helped 
lead the parish to raise 119 percent 

of its $595,000 goal. St. Mary will 
direct its share of campaign funds 
toward transforming the parish 
hall into a new Family Life Center. 
The multistage project will include 
improvements and upgrades to 
accommodate the growing parish’s 
vibrant ministries.

Also important to Rita, as a volunteer 
and a donor is how Encountering Christ 
will affect the diocese as a whole.

“I see a very large need to help with 
so many areas, such as on our college 
campuses and with our retired priests, 
the impoverished and religious 
education,” she said. “To me, the 
campaign is a wonderful way to bring 
it all together and help a wide variety 
of people.”

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT  |  Rita Spinn

HELP YOUR PARISH

• Pray for the success of 
Encountering Christ

• Answer the call to volunteer


